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Feb 12th, 2025 CARVERS

23 Carvers attended today’s meeting.

Important Note: Hall opens at 8:30 AM. The meeting will start at 9:00 AM. We
have the Hall till 12:00 pm

Treasurer’s Report: No report today.

Cookies: Thank you Judy for goodies this week. Next week is Leo.

Guests: No guests or new members today.

Website: Nothing to report today.

Business: Member Info — It was with great sadness that we learned of Gord’s passing. A

sympathy card was circulated for Neta and the family. Thank you Keith for delivering
this card for us. Info about funeral arrangements will be shared once it becomes
available.

Noah’s Ark — Noah’s Ark sold for the new asking price ($399). The Ark went to a

family who will cherish it and enjoy it.

Bark Carving Class — The handout that was shared at the class is attached to this
newsletter. Stay tuned for more information about the bark carving showcase
planned for April.

T-shirts — Money and orders are being collected today and every Wed until Feb 26
(3 weeks total).

Do’s and Don’ts of Sharpening — Next week, Feb 19", Don W. will be putting on a
session about sharpening. There is no sign-up.

Spring Training — Make a bat and carve a ball. Blanks are provided at the front table.
In 2 weeks (Feb 26%™), bring your finished bat and ball for show and a chance to win a
prize. Here is the link to the bat tutorial from the True North Caricature carvers
YouTube video. Advance to 1:09:05 (almost at the end of the video) to watch the
tutorial.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iV60ZNYwWH5U,

Tech talk: Terry shared that the best time to cut down a tree for wood is now (mid-Feb). There
is the least amount of sap and it will mean less likelihood of warpage.

Terry also shared a reference on wood properties. The table is attached to this
newsletter.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iV60ZNYwH5U

Upcoming Events:

Upcoming shows — Metro Carvers March 2025.

Feb 19" — Next week - Don’s Do’s and Don’ts of Sharpening.

ATTACHMENTS:

1. Bark Carving Handout.
2. Wood Properties Table.




Starting your first Whimsical Bark House

The first thing people say:

* | could never do that {try)
¢ Do you have a pattern (No, | sketch)
e How long does it take (The more you do, the less time)

Steps:

1.) Choose a piece of bark. SlartwilhgneSorGindneshigh. Clean of back with a 1” # 3 gouge or
chisel.

2) Remove the rough exterior with the same tool. Bark will dull your tools quiddybemuseof'ﬂue
sand and grit embedded in it.

3.) Start by creating the general shape of your house. lshrtwiththerooflme,aboutl/sofﬁne
bark.

4.) You will find at this time the wood starts talking to you. By adjusting your house to thebark,
which means you start to incorporate the elements of the bark into your design.
Holdyourba:kuptomewittoidenﬂfyﬁtetopandbottomofyourhouse. Youmayalsowautm
cut a 15° angle off the bottom to give your house a whimsical slant. Resist conformity.No
mistakes, only adjustments. No straight lines. Think outside the box.

5.) Startsloping the edge of the roof. Slant each edge inwards. Givesomeamlestom
&&mfhedoamtmtoshﬁfmnﬂ\emecﬁstamduwnﬁmﬁe |
and the peaks should very off center of your bark

6.) Layout cornices on each side of the roof about % inch. -

7.) Shingles start at the bottom of your roof. Draw wavy lines to identify
an inch apart. Using a detail knife with a thin blade follow the w
% inch # 3 gouge, start at the bottom of the wavy line and cut up
line to show depth of the shingle.

- 8.) Atthis time, you can start to trim your gable by using a d

~ inch. Remove bark inside the gable.
9.) Windows and doors:
You can now start to layout
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Wood Characteristics

Pounds
Color Spiit
per Approx. Grain = Comments
P hardness
28 Medium Unobtrusive Pale pink to Good Good 1o wark with; easy to glue; can be
brown finished to look like other woods.
42 Hard Moderate! Grey-white to Good Easy to work; can be bent to shape.
open Z brown with red F
tints
Aspen 20 Soft Mild: close :l“hm to light Good Works, glues, and finishes weil. Checks.
Avodire Medium Mild; wavy Creamy gold to Good Moderately hard to carve, but finishes
hard white well.
Balsa 8 Extromely Open White to pale Good Spongy texture; needs, razor sharp 1o0ols;
soft pinkish-white damages easily i
Basswood 20 Soft L White Good Carves well; good for fine detail.
close croamy brown
Beoch Hard Modorate White with High O and for
with con- reddish-brown carving utensils. Checks.
spicuous rays; tinge
close
Birch 43 Hard Moderate; Creamy 1o light High Works and burnishes well; hard to
close reddish-brown damage. Checks, . ¥
Boxwood Extremely Moderate. Creamy 10 yellow High Hard 1o carve; used mainly for wogd
hard close engravings and chisel o8, «
Butternut 27 Medium Moderate Creamy tan Good Carves easily, but chips readily:
c«u:bnoa 2 Medium Knotty; Pinkish reds with Low
S~ Srowtiwent Easy 10 cut except for knots; s brittie;
Western 24 Modium Prominent Pinkish-brown Low has odor and taste.
close 1o dull-brown s
Chaerry, Black s Medium Moderate; Light to dark High Moderately hard to cut but finishes well.
hard vary close reddish-brown
Chestnut 30 M M 10 Good Fairly easy to work; burnishes well.
hard coarse; reddish-brown Chocks easily,
wormy
Cottonwood 20 M ! Grey-white to Good Works easily; good for fine detail.
close brown
Cypross k) Medium Prominently Palo 1o black Low Works easily. An excellent softwood for
hard wide; close brown with red oxterior use,
tinge
.bggool\ 50 Extramely Very Black High
hard indistinct;
India 02 Extremaly Vi Black High
mal ac
hard m'a?wm A Very brittie; hard to carve. Finishes well.
close
Macassar Extromely Very . Black with High
hard « Indistinct; yolio
L close streaks =
Elm |
Amarican 3s Modium Moderate; Light 1o dark; High
hard very close brown with .
teddish-brown streaks Moderately hard to work; bends, glues,
Rock a4 Hard Moderate; Brown to dark- High and finishes well,
vary close brown with red -

Eucalyptus (l: &m. Blue) ]

Fir
Douglas 2
N
White 2%
‘Oum Sy T
m#u . 3
ol 50
(Eucalyptus)
34
Nackbery &7
T o oad o
(average)
Holly W Medium
hard










